
October visit. 

Our visit to Kamuli in October 14 had Mhairi Collie as the lead surgeon, Dr Kate Darlow on 

her first visit,  Ishbel Campbell, our ward nurse on her second, together with her son Hamish 

for work experience and Brian for general duties. The major event was the use of our new 

ward for the first time. This is a conversion from our old theatre funded jointly by ourselves 

and Rotarians in UK led by Dr Jim McWhirter. Previously our patients were crammed into a 

crowded general ward, now they have a space to their own where the nursing can be focused 

to their needs. Mhairi and Ishbel brought all the sheets and covers in our extra baggage 

allowance. After screening over 30 patients we compeleted 17 major operations in the week 

and referred two complicated cases to  Kitovu hospital. Mhairi will be working there in 

January and hopes to be able to operate on them with the help of Michael Breen a very 

experienced surgeon. 

We have always supported education and prevention and this year we had a great opportunity 

as the International Society of Obstetric fistula surgeons held their biennial meeting in 

Kampala. Over 300 fistula surgeons, nurses and stakeholders from all over Africa, Asia and 

the developed world attended.  

Dr Matovu present two papers based on lessons learnt from audit of our work at Kamuli over 

the last 12 years. Dr Mhairi Collie raised the plight of ladies with anal sphincter tears from 

childbirth which we consider a neglected injury. She emphasized the part paid in prevention 

by good midwifery care and taught the correct method of repairing these injuries.  Brian 

made a presentation on “Reflections on learning and teaching fistula surgery” a distillation of 

many years experience. 

We were particular pleased that our partners “The Uganda Village Project” team made a 

presentation about successes in  their training ex patients as fistula ambassadors .|It is a vital 

step in education towards prevention. 

 

 


